RSPCA QLD
 FOSTER CARE PROGRAM
 

INFORMATION PACKAGE
Thank you for your interest in becoming an RSPCA Qld foster carer.  We are always keen to work with enthusiastic, compassionate people who would like to help give an animal a second chance at a safe and happy life.
PLEASE NOTE:  Even though it is difficult to predict what types of animals the RSPCA will have that require time in a foster home, on a day to day basis there are currently only a relatively small number of puppies and toy / small sized adult dogs.  Especially when compared to the large number of existing carers who have signed up exclusively to foster these animals.  As such, if you only have 4ft fences or only want to foster puppies and toy/small adult dogs, your wait might be considerable (you might not be called at all).  Further, if you are signing on to foster kittens, please be aware that outside of cat breeding season (the cooler months), there are relatively few kittens who require foster care.

 

Our greatest need at the moment is for carers who want to foster medium to large sized adult dogs, who have 5-6ft fences, no young children and no dogs in the home (or maybe one well-socialised medium to large sized dog of your own).  We are also always in need of carers who will take adult cats (especially our cat flu kitties) and our canine and feline ringworm cases.

 

Noosa has temporarily closed its books to new carers.

Gold Coast has temporarily closed it books to small breed adult dog and puppy carers. 

The steps involved in becoming a foster carer:
 
1. Read the following information about the foster care program.
2. Complete the Foster Carer Expression of Interest form and email to fostering@rspcaqld.org.au
3. Attend a 2hr Basic Foster Care Training session at your local RSPCA shelter or adoption centre.  Bring copies of your own dog and cat vaccination certificates and, if renting, written permission to have animals from the home owner or real estate agent.
4. At the Basic Foster Care Training session, complete a Foster Carer Information form (this gathers all of your personal details, as well as your preferences for the types of animals you’d like to foster).
5. Allow a visit by one of our volunteer property checkers to double-check the suitability of your home.
6. If all requirements are met, wait to be matched to a suitable animal.
7. If fostering an adult dog, attend a “meet and greet” with your new foster animal at the shelter or adoption centre, bringing along your own dogs and all children in the household.
8. Sign a Foster Carer Agreement form for every new animal you foster.
 
How are foster carers matched to particular animals?
1. The requirements for a particular foster animal are determined e.g. 4ft fence or over, long term care (over 6 mths), no cats, children of any age ok.
2. The RSPCA Sheltermate database is searched for those foster carers who meet all of those requirements.
3. A short list of suitable carers is produced and carers are called, informing them of the animal available.
4. All going well, a suitable carer is quickly found who can foster that animal and collect them ASAP.
Where do our RSPCA animals come from?
Strays
Throughout Queensland over 10 000 dogs, puppies, cats and kittens are picked up as strays each year and approximately 40% are never reclaimed by their owners.  Some of our regional shelters are contracted by their local council to function as the regional pound, while other shelters have close relationships with their local council pounds, so that healthy and behaviourally-sound animals can be transferred to the RSPCA and placed up for adoption.
 

Owner Surrenders
Over a 12 month period, RSPCA Qld may take in over 8000 dogs, puppies, cats and kittens which have been surrendered by their owners.  The reasons people surrender their animals to the RSPCA are many and varied.  Some are very reluctant partings with a much loved pet, while others involve owners who are moving, animals that were unwanted gifts, animals that just don’t fit in with the rest of the family or some with behaviours that the owner can’t manage.
Cruelty case animals
These are animals which have been seized by the Inspectorate and may require long-term care until the associated court case is finalised. A big raid by the Inspectorate can see a large number of animals needing to be admitted to our shelters in one hit.  While with the RSPCA, these animals are known as “Black Tags” because of the tag colour they are assigned to wear.
Pets in Crisis
Pets in Crisis provides a safe house for the pets of individuals at serious risk of domestic violence. The program was born of the knowledge that many women delay or do not seek refuge for themselves due to a lack of options for the care of their pets.
Working with dv connect (domestic and family violence service Qld), the RSPCA addresses this situation by providing immediate and temporary accommodation for these animals through our Pets in Crisis Program. The pet’s family can seek refuge for themselves, secure in the knowledge that their beloved pet has not been left behind to face neglect, injury or cruelty.
Pet Legacy Program
The RSPCA’s Pet Legacy Program offers peace of mind to people who have made bequests to the organisation and are concerned about the care of their pets following their own death.   The RSPCA ensures that the animal is collected and cared for until a suitable adoptive home can be found.  In many cases, the RSPCA can also provide care for an animal while their owner is hospitalised.
What types of animals are available to foster?
o     Puppies and kittens that need a bit more growing time before they can be desexed and made available for adoption.
o     Dogs and cats that aren’t coping in the shelter environment and need to be in a home.  They may just need a break away from the kennels or they may need to stay in foster until an adoption can be arranged.

 

o     Black tag animals that are awaiting the outcome of a court case.
o     Convalescing animals that need some time to recover from illness or injury before being available for adoption.

 

o     Animals with behavioural problems who need some form of rehabilitation before being considered suitable for adoption.
 

o     Legacy animals that are waiting for their owner to return home from a hospital stay.

 

o     Legacy animals that have had their owner pass away and are awaiting adoption.

 

o     Animals that need a safe haven while a domestic violence situation is dealt with.
o     Animals that can’t be accommodated at the shelter or adoption centre because of limited space or facilities.
o     Animals that are available for adoption in one of our RSPCA adoption centres and need care outside of business hours.

 

o     Animals that have to be evacuated immediately from an emergency situation e.g. floods, bushfires, cyclone, earthquake.
Frequently asked foster carer questions
Do I get a choice of what animals I foster?
Yes, within reason.  Foster carers can specify what type of animals they would prefer e.g. large dogs only, dogs and puppies, special needs cats, just kittens.  However, we can’t match a person to particular breeds e.g. “I only want to foster pugs”.
Do I need to have a certain fence height to foster bigger dogs?
Carers have to have the required fence/gate height for the size of dog they would like to foster.  Most medium, large and giant breed dogs will require the lowest section of the fence or gate, to be at least 5-6ft.  All puppies and toy and small breed dogs will require at least 4ft.  Though many dog owners will cite the case of their own Great Dane or Cattle Dog, who lived securely behind a 3ft fence for many years, we have to err on the side of caution and stipulate a minimum fence height that we expect to securely hold a variety of dogs within that size range.  So even though you’re keen to foster Labradors, Staffies, Border Collies, German Shepherds, Boxers and Mastiffs, if the lowest section of your fence is 4ft, you’re more likely to be offered Fox Terriers, Maltese Terriers, Chihuahuas and puppies.
How long will I have my foster animal for?
Some animals only need a week or two in foster while others require long term care, maybe a few years.  Carers can specify what duration of care they are able to provide.
What do I have to provide for my foster animal?
RSPCA Qld will try to provide everything you need e.g. food, bedding, travel crate, veterinary care, toys, leads and collars, hydrobath and grooming appointments.  Of course we rely on donations for all of these items.  Many carers do tend to buy raw bones for their foster dogs and supply their own kitty litter.  At times our food supplies don’t arrive on time, so carers must be prepared to cover the gap by buying a quality food product from the supermarket.
What happens if I have to go on holiday?
Carers let the Foster Care Team know when they are heading on holidays and are unavailable to take an animal.  If you have a long-term foster care animal, they can be returned to the shelter or placed with another foster care family, just for the time that you are away.  Carers cannot board their foster animals at commercial boarding kennels, take their foster animals on holiday with them or leave the animal at a friend or family member’s home (wherever the animal is staying would require a property check and whoever was looking after the animals would need to attend Basic Foster Care Training).  Please give as much notice as possible to the Foster Care Team when returning your long-term foster animal for a holiday, particularly during peak periods.  Some regional areas cannot accommodate animals so they will need plenty of time to make alternative arrangements during your absence.
Unless you have a long-term foster animal, please do not agree to take an animal and then expect to drop them back for a weekend.  If you know you are going away for a couple of days during the expected foster period, it’s really better that we place the animal with another foster carer and organise an animal for you when you are more available.
Is it a problem that I have my own animals?
As long as you meet local council regulations for the number of dogs and cats that you’re allowed and as long as all of the animals get on well together, you can certainly foster an RSPCA animal when you have animals of your own.  Please ensure that your own pets are current for vaccinations, intestinal worming and flea control.
Your own dogs need to be well-mannered, sociable and likely to accept a new animal into their home environment.  If your dog has shown aggression, “intimidating” behaviours (e.g. growling, mounting, snapping, baring teeth), fear and nervousness around other animals or is extremely boisterous, it would unlikely be suitable for the program.  Before a carer takes an adult dog for foster, we ask that you bring your own dog(s) into the shelter for a “meet and greet” to ensure that they seem compatible.  Carers can also specify what type of foster animals are likely to best suit their own animal family e.g. small breed dogs only, female dogs, older adult cats.
Is it a problem that I have children?
Many of our foster carers have children.  It can be very beneficial for our animals to get accustomed to kids.  Depending upon the animal that needs to be fostered, however, we may avoid placing them in a home with children of a particular age.  Please understand that we can only use a child’s age as a guide to what type of animal is suited to your family.  Your children may be very experienced and confident with animals, but it’s not possible to consider these things for every individual foster family.  Before a carer takes an adult dog for foster, we ask that you bring your children into the shelter for a “meet and greet” to ensure that they’re compatible.
We work full time, is that a problem?
As long as you give plenty of attention to your foster animal(s) before and after work, your animals should cope with your absence.  Many of our foster carers have full time jobs and manage to exercise and interact with their animals around their other commitments.  Carers are also asked to specify the average amount of time they are at home each day, so that we can find a suitable foster home for those animals who might need more company.
How frequently will I be asked to foster?
This is highly variable.  Natural disasters, puppy mill raids and cat breeding season can dramatically increase the number of animals that need to be fostered.  We appreciate people’s patience and stress the importance of having a team of foster carers ready and able to take on animals at short notice.
If you have 6ft fences, no other dogs and no children, you are more likely to meet the criteria for an adult foster dog.  People who have low fences, one or more of their own dogs, children under 13 years of age and who only want to foster small breeds of dog, are less likely to be routinely contacted.  Obviously a large seizure of small breed dogs by the RSPCA Inspectorate would change this demand significantly and we would hope to engage those suitable foster carers quickly.
In what areas can I foster care for the RSPCA?
We have shelters at Wacol (Brisbane), Dakabin (north of Brisbane), Toowoomba, Kingaroy, Gympie, Noosa, Bundaberg, Townsville, Cairns, Mackay and adoption centres at Rockhampton and the Gold Coast.  You will be required to collect and drop off animals from our facilities and return for emergency and routine veterinary treatments, so it is advisable that carers live no further than an hour’s drive from their nearest RSPCA Qld shelter or adoption centre.
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RSPCA QLD
FOSTER CARE PROGRAM
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FORM
Please complete and email to fostering@rspcaqld.org.au
(hit Reply and then type in your details)
Primary foster carer’s name:  (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)

Partner’s name (if applicable):  (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)


Current address:


Previous addresses (this helps us find you on our database, if you have had previous interactions with RSPCA Qld):
Home phone:

Mobile phone:


 

Email address:

Which RSPCA shelter or adoption centre would you like to foster through? (select ONE only)

Wacol
Dakabin
Gold Coast Adoption Centre
Toowoomba
Kingaroy
Noosa
Gympie
Bundaberg
Rockhampton (RSPCA Pet Shop)
Mackay

Townsville
Cairns
Why are you interested in becoming an RSPCA Qld foster carer?
What previous foster caring experience have you had?
What previous animal rearing and training experience have you had?
Your animal family:
Number of dogs:

Number of cats:

Other animals (types & how many): 

Your people family:
Number of adults in the home:

Number of children in the home:

Birth year of youngest child:

As an RSPCA Qld foster carer, do you understand that
(please indicate Yes, No or Not Applicable to every question)
1.  A foster animal is your responsibility while in your care; you are accountable for its health and welfare and for compliance with council animal regulations?

Yes / No / NA
2.  The animal is owned or in the guardianship of RSPCA Qld;  you do not own the animal?

Yes / No / NA
3.  The primary carer for the foster animal must be 18 years or over?

Yes / No / NA
4.  Your foster animal is expected to be a part of your household;  an integral part of your family, having time inside the home to interact with their foster family?
Yes / No / NA
5.  To foster cats and kittens, the animals must be kept indoors at all times e.g. screened doors and windows, large designated cat enclosure?

Yes / No / NA
6.  To foster dogs and puppies, your yard, or at least a large area on your property, must be fully fenced (min. 4ft high) and escape proof?

Yes / No / NA
7.  Your own pets must be well-mannered, sociable and likely to accept a new animal into their home environment?

Yes / No / NA
8.  If you have a pool, it must be adequately fenced to prevent access by your foster animal(s)?

Yes / No / NA
9.  If renting, you must have the permission of the home owner to accommodate animals and you may be required to show written confirmation from the owner or real estate agent?
Yes / No / NA
10.  You must have reliable transport between your home and the shelter, for animal and equipment pickups / drop-offs, veterinary appointments / emergencies and “meet and greets” with potential adoption families?

Yes / No / NA
11.  You must live within an hour’s drive of your RSPCA shelter or adoption centre?
Yes / No / NA

12.  Foster carers must attend scheduled appointments with veterinary and foster care staff?

Yes / No / NA
13.  When fostering adult dogs, you must bring your own dog(s) and children to the shelter for a ‘meet and greet’?

Yes / No / NA
14.  You must administer and record any required health treatments for the animal(s) e.g. worming and flea treatments?

Yes / No / NA
15.  No veterinary treatments, unauthorised by RSPCA Qld, will be reimbursed to the foster carer?

Yes / No / NA
16.  Despite the RSPCA’s best efforts to supply all food and equipment, there may be some expenses you’ll have to incur when donations can’t cover all requirements?

Yes / No / NA
17.  When fostering kittens and puppies, foster carers have to own / purchase kitchen scales so that accurate weights can be calculated for medicating?

Yes / No / NA
18.  You must provide your foster animal(s) with suitable shade and shelter and clean fresh water;  kitty litter trays must be regularly cleaned and faeces from the yard must be cleared regularly?

Yes / No / NA
19.  Your yard and indoor animal areas must be clean and free of any hazardous objects?

Yes / No / NA
20.  You must provide regular exercise and stimulation for your foster animal(s)?

Yes / No / NA
21.  You must only use positive training methods (the RSPCA does not endorse the use of negative training techniques e.g. smacking, hitting, yelling, choke chains, anti-bark or electric collars)?
Yes / No / NA
22.  You and your family must be able to cope with returning an animal that has been in your care from anywhere from a few weeks to several months?  Are you prepared for the emotional consequences?

Yes / No / NA
23.  You and your family must be able to cope with the possibility that your foster animal, despite your best efforts, may need to be euthanased because of unresolvable health or behavioural issues.  Are you prepared for the emotional consequences?

Yes / No / NA
24.  You understand that the RSPCA will conduct a search of our Sheltermate database program for previous dealings you have had with the organisation e.g. history of animal surrenders, fostering, investigations?

Yes / No / NA
25.  You must adhere to your local council’s animal regulations regarding the number of dogs and cats that are permitted?
Yes / No / NA
26.  You understand that the RSPCA may liaise with your local council to ensure that your property is not associated with any animal-related complaints or investigations?

Yes / No / NA
27.  You agree to allow an RSPCA volunteer to conduct a standard property inspection to confirm the suitability of your home?

Yes / No / NA
28.  You may be required to participate in additional training sessions before caring for special needs animals?

Yes / No / NA
29.  If fostering a black tag animal, you understand that there are restrictions on distributing information and photographs about your animal, especially on social networking sites e.g. Facebook, MSN?

Yes / No / NA
Initially, what types of animals do you think you would like to foster? (please select as many as you like)
Dogs
Puppies
Cat
Kittens
Horses

Livestock  (e.g. goats, sheep, cattle, pigs)
Poultry  (e.g. chickens, ducks, geese)

Caged pet birds (e.g. cockatiels, parrots)

Pocket pets (rats, mice, guinea pigs)
If you are interested in fostering native wildlife and birds at the Wacol Animal Care Campus, please email wildlife@rspcaqld.org.au
Your expression of interest will now be processed and RSPCA Qld staff will contact you shortly to discuss your attendance at our next Basic Foster Care Training session.  Thank you for your interest in our program and in the animals that deserve a second chance.
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Expression of interest

  Acceptable and complete?  Y / N

  If unacceptable and/or incomplete, clarifying questions have been sent to the applicant? Y / N
  If unacceptable and/or incomplete, details have been forwarded to State FC Coordinator? Y / N
Sheltermate search

  Any concerns or issues?  Y / N
  If yes, clarifying questions have been sent to the applicant?  Y / N

  If yes, details have been forwarded to State FC Coordinator?  Y / N
Applicant’s details entered or updated on Sheltermate?  Y / N

Basic Foster Care Training

  Invitation extended to Basic Foster Care Training sessions?
  (Wacol, Dakabin and Gold Coast applicants) Y / N
  Introduction to regional foster care coordinator has been emailed?  Y / N

  (other regional shelters & adoption centres)

